Rhein Chemie reaches another milestone in REACH European chemicals policy

	Second registration phase for chemicals in Europe successfully completed
No time to stop with REACH implementation


Mannheim, June 3, 2013 – Rhein Chemie Rheinau GmbH has successfully completed the second registration phase for chemicals in Europe. All substances with production and import volumes of between 100 and 1,000 metric tons per year had to be registered with the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) in Helsinki by May 31, 2013. Rhein Chemie has thus reached a further milestone in the implementation of the extremely complex REACH European chemicals regulation.

Dr. Marco Lenck, REACH Project Manager at Rhein Chemie, said: “The workload and time pressure for Rhein Chemie during the second REACH registration phase were immense. We had to set up a new project organization with seven employees specifically for this process. Over the last three years, these employees have worked on 21 sub-projects to ensure the successful registration of around 200 Rhein Chemie products. This process makes a key contribution to safeguarding the future of more than half of our business.”

According to Germany’s Chemical Industry Association (VCI), German companies have once again led the way in the joint submission of substance data. So far, almost every fourth registration dossier has been submitted by a company in Germany. This shows how seriously companies here take their responsibilities. Since the process of REACH implementation started, over 32,000 registrations for almost 6,500 different substances have been submitted to the ECHA from across Europe. More than 8,000 of these registrations for over 3,500 substances have so far come from Germany.

And there is no time to stop as far as the REACH policy is concerned. Rhein Chemie has already started work on the third phase of registration and will register specialty chemicals and cost-sensitive substances with annual production and import volumes of between 1 and 100 metric tons with the ECHA by May 31, 2018. Dr. Lenck said: “The challenges facing Rhein Chemie in this REACH phase too are particularly tough, because the registration costs for chemicals produced in small quantities are relatively high in relation to their sales. In the years leading up to 2018, we will focus once more on submitting the registrations required for over 100 chemicals in this phase so as to secure jobs in the Mannheim region in the long term.”

About Rhein Chemie:
Rhein Chemie develops, produces and sells additives, specialty chemicals and service products for the rubber, lubricant and plastics industries. In fiscal 2012 Rhein Chemie achieved sales of EUR 344 million and has approximately 1,100 employees worldwide. The company is headquartered in Mannheim, Germany and has production facilities in Europe, Asia and North and South America. Rhein Chemie is a wholly owned subsidiary of the specialty chemicals group LANXESS, Leverkusen, Germany. 
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Forward-Looking Statements

This news release contains forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and forecasts made by the management of Rhein Chemie Rheinau GmbH. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to material differences between the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of our sole stockholder LANXESS Deutschland GmbH and the estimates given here. These factors include those discussed in LANXESS AG’s reports to the Frankfurt Stock Exchange. LANXESS AG and Rhein Chemie Rheinau GmbH assume no liability whatsoever to update these forward-looking statements or to conform them to future events or developments.


